The Trooper and the Maid (traditional)

A trooper lad came here one night and O but he was weary
A trooper lad came here one night when the moon was shining clearly

Chorus:
Bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you, bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you
I'll make all your ribbons reel in the morning ere I leave you

She's taken his horse by the halter right and led him to the stable
She's given him oats and hay to eat as much as he was able
She's taken the soldier by the hand and led him to her chamber
She's given him a stoop of  wine to drink and his love it flared like amber

Bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you, bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you…

She's made her bed both long and wide she's made it like a lady
She's taken her wee coat over her head saying “Soldier are you ready?”
He's taken off his belted coat likewise his hat and feather
He's leaned his sword against the door and now he's down beside her

Bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you, bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you…

They had not been but an hour in bed, an hour but and a quarter
When the drum came sounding up the street and every beat was shorter
“Its up, up, up, our colonel cries, it's up, up, up, and away, then
I must sheathe my sword in its scabbard case, for tomorrow’s our battle day then”

Bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you, bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you…

“And when will you come back again, my own dear soldier laddie?
And when will you come back again to be your baby’s daddy?”

“Oh, hold your tongue my bonnie wee lass, don’t let this parting grieve you
When heather bush grows oxen yoke, bonnie lassie I'll come see you.”

Bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you, bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you…


She's taken her wee coat o’er her head, and followed him up to Stirling
And she’s grown so full that she couldna boo and he’s left her in Dunferline

Bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you, bonnie lassie, I'll lie near you…
