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Photo caption: Members Henry Vaughan and Betty McBurney demonstrate a bit of the mischief to be expected at the October 15 Vancouver Folk Song Society “Criminal Classses” songcircle.
Photo credit: Steve Britten.

Criminals to steal the show at Folk Song Society

Lock up your valuables and keep your hand on your pistol; thieves, whores, pirates, and other low-life characters will be taking over (by force, if necessary) the Vancouver Folk Song Society’s October 15 songcircle entitled “The Criminal Classes.” 
The evening’s music will explore the dark (and sometimes humourous) underbelly of folk music by following unsavoury sorts into their world of fog-shrouded alleyways, concealed weapons, and flexible moral codes.
The folk genre provides a wealth of songs in line with this theme, according to Marian Buechert, VFSS board member.
“Traditional folk music is full of gritty stories about murder, brigands, and other shady stuff,” says Buechert. “Kum-Ba-Yah, it’s not.”
Buechert points out that even modern folk songs often focus on people who rebel against social norms and may wind up viewed as criminals.
“At one time and in some places, homosexuality was illegal, agitating for labour unions was illegal, so homosexuals and unionists would have been criminals,” Buechert explains. “As a theme, ‘The Criminal Classes’ can embrace a wide variety of topics.”
Songcircles are informal occasions where participants share songs in a supportive atmosphere.

“Nothing is planned beyond the general theme; no one knows which songs will be presented,” says Buechert. “It’s spontaneous, fun, and casual. Everyone is welcome to come out, whether you want to sing or to listen and admission is by donation.”
In the case of this particular evening, however, the VFSS has one caution.

“Parents should be aware that the Criminal Classes songs may contain language or topics some might consider not suitable for children,” Buechert warns. “If you don’t want them to hear such things, leave the little ones at home.”
The VFSS is running a series of themed songcircles in the upcoming months.  Planned themes include “Sins and Virtues” in January, “Natural Elements” in February, and “The Emigrant’s Farewell” in May. The next songcircle, on December 3, will be “The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars.”
Songcircles take place at the Friends Meeting House, 1090 West 70th, Vancouver,  and more information can be found on the VFSS website www.folksongsociety.org.
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