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Folkies go natural at upcoming songcircle
These days, when “the balance of nature” means that the excess population of peppermint latte drinkers will die off in the summer months when Starbucks removes that particular item from their menu, and “survival of the fittest” is related to which predatory able-bodied driver will steal the last handicapped parking spot at Costco, it’s no wonder we  feel the need to reconnect with the real beauty of our natural surroundings.
On February 18, if you can’t play hooky from everyday obligations to frolic in the snow on Grouse or go windsurfing in English Bay, and the daffodils haven’t quite pushed out of the ground yet, leave your virtual fireplace burning brightly at home, dab a little artificial pine-scented air freshener behind your ears, and immerse yourself in the Great Outdoors by coming out to the “Natural Elements” songcircle hosted by the Vancouver Folk Song Society.
In tribute to the Earth and all her precious gifts, songcircle participants will sing their way up mountains, across rivers, into the soil, and over the sea. Whether your taste runs to Home on the Range, Rocky Mountain High, This Land is Your Land, or The Garden Song, you’ll find music to nourish your dried-up, centrally heated soul.
“Anything that touches on aspects of our natural world—animals, the landscape, weather—is fair game on this evening,” says Marian Buechert, VFSS board member. “It’s likely we’ll hear everything from humourous tunes like The Arrogant Worms’ Rocks and Trees to serious warnings about environmental degradation.”
Songcircles are informal occasions where participants share songs in a supportive atmosphere.

“Nothing is planned beyond the general theme; no one knows which songs will be presented,” says Buechert. “Half the fun is seeing how people interpret the theme and which songs they bring. Everyone is welcome to come out, whether you want to sing or to listen and admission is by donation.”

The VFSS has been running a series of themed songcircles over the past year, with  topics such as “The Criminal Classes” and “Sins and Virtues.”  The next theme to be explored is “Crossdressing and Other Disguises” on April 1, while the final songcircle of the season  will be “The Emigrant’s Farewell” in May. 
Songcircles take place at the Friends Meeting House, 1090 West 70th, Vancouver,  and more information can be found on the VFSS website www.folksongsociety.org.
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