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Photo caption: Musician Richard Kwan
serenades the celestial in preparation for the Vancouver Folk Song Society’s “The Sun,
the Moon, and the Stars” songcircle
to be held on December 3.
Photo credit: Steve Britten.

Heavens above!

Roll out the red carpet—stars will be in evidence at the Vancouver Folk Song Society’s December 3 songcircle. Not to be outshone, the sun and the moon are also expected to make their appearance as guests of honour at this celestial celebration titled “The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars.”

From the earliest days of humanity, we have looked to the sky for illumination, inspiration, and navigation. Whether you believe that the gods reside up above, that the position of the stars controls our destinies, or that our splendid Sol will ultimately prove the doom of life on Earth, there’s no doubt that the sun, the moon, and the stars have always played an important role in cultures around the world.

“In the time before electric lights,” explains Marian Buechert, VFSS board member, “everyone’s days were ruled by the rising and setting of the sun, their months by the waning and waxing of the moon.  These light-givers were awe-inspiring mysteries, as were the stars with their constant yet predictable movement through the sky.  It’s no wonder they were all worshipped as gods.”

In Christian times, the Star of Bethlehem, which heralded the birth of Jesus, became closely associated with Christmas and is featured in many carols. 

Not all references to the sun, moon, and stars are so spiritual, however, says Buechert.

“It was and is pretty common for poets and songwriters to compare their lovers with sunshine on a cloudy day or the glory of the full moon.”

From Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star and You Are My Sunshine to The Rising of the Moon, Moonshadow, and Sunshine on My Shoulder, a wide diversity of folksongs pay homage to our fascination with the sun, the moon, and the stars.

Songcircles are informal occasions where participants share songs in a supportive atmosphere.

“Nothing is planned beyond the general theme; no one knows which songs will be presented,” says Buechert. “Half the fun is seeing how people interpret the theme and which songs they bring. Everyone is welcome to come out, whether you want to sing or to listen and admission is by donation.”

The VFSS is running a series of themed songcircles in the upcoming months.  Planned themes include “Natural Elements” in February, and “The Emigrant’s Farewell” in May. The next songcircle, on January 7, will focus on the Seven Deadly Sins and Seven Holy Virtues.

Songcircles take place at the Friends Meeting House, 1090 West 70th, Vancouver,  and more information can be found on the VFSS website www.folksongsociety.org.
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